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1. AS OF MORNING OF AUGUST 15 EL AL IS ONLY AIRLINE 
FLYING FROM ISRAEL. TWA PLANES (ONE 47 AND ONE 707) 

ARE STILL ON GROUND. AIR FRANCE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT 
WILL TAKE ITS PLANES OUT WITH PASSENGERS USING SPECIAL 
EL AL ROUTE SOUTH OF CYPRUS BUT TWA IS SKEPTICAL THAT 
IT WILL ACTUALLY DO SO. 

2. COMMENT FROM GOI OFFICIALS AND PRESS HAS SO FAR BEEN 
CONSIDERABLY MORE MODERATE THAN DURING CYPRUS FIGHTING THREE 
WEEKS AGO. THIS TIME ONLY OBIECTIONABLE STATEMENT WAS 

MADE BY MANAGER OF BEN-GURION AIRPORT WHO STATED PUBLICLY 
THAT EL AL ROUTE IS "SAFE AND THAT IT SHOULD BE USED 
BY FOREIGN AIRLINES TO MAINTAIN THEIR REGULAR FLIGHTS". 

TWA MANAGER CALLED HIM LATER AND SAID THAT TWA COULD FLY 
ONLY THOSE ROUTES APPROVED BY USG. WE WERE ALSO INFORMED 
THAT EL AL HAS OFFERED ITS ASSISTANCE TO TWA WITH VIEW 
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3. IN COURSE OF SPEECH TO KNESSET AUGUST 14 ON GENERAL 
TRANSPORT QUESTIONS, MINISTER OF TRANSPORT YAAKOBI CONFIRMED 
THAT BEN-GURION AIRPORT MANAGER HAD RECOMMENDED TO FOREIGN 
AIRLINES THAT THEY FOLLOW EL AL'S EXAMPLE AND USE SPECIAL 
ROUTE ACROSS MEDITERRANEAN. HE ADDED THAT "EL AL MUST CONTINUE 
TO GROW, FOR BOTH NATIONAL AND ECONOMIC REASONS. EL AL 
HAS PREPARED A DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM DESIGNED TO DOUBLE ITS 
PRESENT CAPACITY IN TERMS OF FLIGHT EQUIPMENT BY 1980." 

YAAKOBI WENT ON TO MENTION A NUMBER OF CONSIDERATIONS SUPPORT- 
ING THIS POLICY. AMONG THESE HE STRESSED "ISRAEL'S 
GEOPOLITICAL ISOLATION, AS WELL AS THE DISRUPTION OF 
FOREIGN AIRLINE SCHEDULES DURING INTERNATIONAL CRISES - 
AS WITNESS THE RECENT CESSATION OF REGULAR FLIGHTS BY FOREIGN 
AIRLINES TO AND FROM ISRAEL DURING THE CYPRUS FIGHTING." 
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